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LESSON TITLE
 
	Introduction  

	 Temple worship or daily puja worship is a key tenet of Hinduism.  What does that look like and why does one do it?

	Indiana Standards Connections:  
GHW 2.1 Map the development over time of world religions from their points of origins, and identify those that exhibit a high degree of local and/or international concentration.
WH 2.8 Compare and contrast the influence of Hinduism and Buddhism on civilization in India and Buddhism’s diffusion throughout Asia. 
 
	Compelling Question(s):  
 What is Hinduism?  How does one practice this religion?
 
 
 
    

	Lesson Objectives:  Students will be able to understand the basic ideas of Hinduism and the tools one uses to practice it.
 
Students will:  Introductory notes will be given on Hinduism.  Then students will watch Sanjay’s Super Team to learn about how one practices Hinduism.  They will be able to see how the Pooja Pack is used in daily ritual.  We will also examine the bronze statue of Ganesha.
 

	Materials  

	Sanjay’s Super Team 7 minutes
Pooja Pack
bronze statue of Ganesha.
Puja cabinet example
Temple of Ganesha
5 Famous temples of Ganesh

	Learning Plan 

	Activities  
Assemble groups of 3-4 students and watch Sanjay’s Super team.  It may be helpful to know that this was created by a 1st generation American with Indian parents.  Groups should reflect on what they saw in the video.  Students should look at the contents of the Pooja (puja) Pack and find those items in the puja cabinet.  What items are in the pack?  Why?  What is their purpose?  Next, provide the bronze statue of Ganesh(a).  What do they notice?  Why was this created?  The Festival of Ganesh Chaturthi and exploration of it would be a great extension activity.
 

	Assessment Suggestions   
 
  

	Extensions  
 BBC My life, my religion: Hinduism
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