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Thai Basketry: The Relationship Between Environment and Art
 
	Introduction  

	Art is not made in vacuum. Its creation is borne in both materials from the natural world and responses to it. This lesson plan examines how environmental issues impact the creation of art, using Thai basketry as an example. 
Students will work in small groups in a modified jigsaw to become better informed on environmental issues facing Southeast Asia to be able to analyze how art can reflect climate and culture. 


	Indiana Standards Connections:  
  
7.1.19 Using primary and secondary sources, analyze issues confronting the eastern hemisphere.  

6.1.16 Discuss the benefits and challenges related to the development of a highly technological society. 

WH.6.12 Investigate current global issues such as terrorism, genocide, and environmental issues. 

ES.3.1 Students identify and explore current traditions, rites, and norms of an ethnic or racial group(s) and how they have or are changing over time. 

  


	Compelling Question(s):  
 
How do environmental changes impact the creation and preservation of art? 

How does global climate change impact day-to-day life? 

How do cultures adapt while facing environmental hardship?  


 
 
    

	Lesson Objectives:  

Students will be able to 
    analyze how the creation and preservation of art reflect climate. 
    describe the impact of global climate change on communities in South Asia. 
    
 

	Materials  

	 
1. Video outlining How Climate Changes Art
2. Projector/screen
3. Video of Thai Basket weaving
4. Image of The Great Mosque of Djenne
5. Image of Flooded Venice
6. https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change
7. https://news.mongabay.com/2022/03/an-indigenous-basket-weaving-tradition-keeps-a-philippine-forest-alive/
8. Triple Venn diagram (copies for students)
9. Student access to computers for additional research
 

	Learning Plan 

	Activities  
1. Show students the image of the Thai Baskets. Ask them what they notice—what material, patterns, and designs do they see? How might these items be made?
2. Introduce the idea that art is made from natural materials. These products are born from a complex ecosystem. 
3. Show the video How Climate Changes Art. Ask the students to consider the following: How do environmental changes impact how art is produced? What obstacles do cultures face as they combat global climate change? How does their art reflect the environment around them?
4. Split students into groups of six. Pairs of students within these groups will read the same article. 
a. The first pair should read the UN article: what is climate change
b. The second pair should read about how indigenous basket weaving has helped to protect forests
c. The third pair should watch the video on Thai basket weaving (it may be helpful to allow English language learners or students who struggle with reading in this pair)

5. Allow students to come together and teach a few of things they learned from their video.
a. Ask student pairs to: write a 3 sentence summary of their research AND 3 connections to the How Climate Changes Art video
b. Group members should take notes 
6. Return as a class and discuss the relationship between art and climate change especially as it relates to the Thai Baskets

It may be helpful to share this information from Windows to the World:

 Traditional basketry uses natural materials and is therefore affected by climate change and forest management policies. Basketry helps keep forests alive. Scientists and conservationists note that Indigenous people’s craftsmanship and cultural traditions such as basketry creates incentives for forest conservation. For instance, basket weavers in the Philippines are trained to report any violations they detect in the forest. This helps protect the ancestral forest where they get materials and design inspirations for their baskets.

Climate change has impeded basket-making not only in Southeast Asia but also in other regions. For instance, in the Philippines, the dry season now is hotter than before, and the heat has affected weavers’ working hours and vegetation in the forest. They must walk further into the forest to get good materials that are away from direct sunlight and have not turned brittle. During the wet season, climate change makes landslides and floods more frequently, again, damaging the forests. These instances demonstrate the significance of environment and climate change on culture.

7. Ask students to write a paragraph explaining how environmental issues impact art and its creation. How can art in turn impact nature?


 

	Assessment Suggestions   
 
Students can write a paragraph in which they describe the impact of global climate change on art creation and preservation. 

Students can conduct independent or group research projects on how climate change is affecting other pieces of art.
 

	Extensions  
 
This lesson can be extended to examine additional trends in environmental change in South Asia during the 20th and 21st centuries. Students can conduct research on trends of their choice or work in small groups where they are assigned one. They then can share their findings with the class. 

Students could also research other indigenous basket weaving traditions and explore how climate change impacts these communities and products: 

1. The Cahuilla in Southern California: 
2. Various tribes in Arizona
3. Basketry in Tanzania 





 
 


Basketry Activity Possibilities

Some of the best opportunities for education are integrative—meaning that students are able to make connections across disciplines to reinforce the knowledge that they are developing. For example, they may be learning about Renaissance Italy in World Studies at the same time that they read Dante’s Inferno in English class while also studying Botticelli in Art. Feel free to combine and adapt some of the ideas across disciplines and standards to best suit your particular context. You can also collaborate with other teachers at your school or supplement the resources provided by contacting your librarian.

Note: The following ideas are meant to give general guidance for teachers to include artifacts and other material culture in their classrooms. They are not meant to be treated as comprehensive activities or lessons that are one-size-fits-all for any classroom. They should be personalized to best fit the needs of a teacher’s individual context in accordance with prior student learning, student abilities, available resources, and any curricular guidance. 


Art

Visual Arts – Responding: 

	Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work
Enduring Understanding: Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed throughout engagement with art can lead to understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments. 
Essential Question(s): How do life experiences influence the way you relate to art? How does learning about art impact how we perceive the world? What can we learn from our responses to art? 

	VA:Re.7.1.1a
	Select and describe works of art that illustrate daily life experiences.

	VA:Re.7.1.6a
	Identify and interpret works of art or design that reveal how people live around the world and what they value.



Visual Arts – Connecting: 

	Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding. 
Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history through their interactions with and analysis of art. 
Essential Question(s): How does art help us understanding the lives of people of different times, places, and cultures? How is art used to impact the videos of a society> How does art preserve aspects of life? 

	VA:Cn11.1.1a
	Understand that people from different places and times have made art for a variety of reasons.

	VA:Cn11.1.4a
	Through observation, infer information about time, place, and culture in which a work of art was created.

	VA:Cn11.1.6a
	Analyze how art reflects changing times, traditions, resources, and cultural uses.



Students can be asked to consider how art reflects time periods, cultures, traditions, etc. Part of their exploration of industrialization could be focused on how cultural aspects such as fashion can be seen as a result of this time period just as much as economic innovations, etc. How do people show their connectedness through clothing and accessories? What do trends tell us about what people cared about or what was popular? Why were certain artistic expressions popular? How does this connect to the goods and ideas that were being spread globally at the time?


Social Studies

Grade 7: History, Places, and Cultures of Africa, Asia, and Southwest Pacific
	7.1.14
	Identify and explain recent conflicts and political issues between nations or cultural groups and evaluate the solutions that different organizations have utilized to address these conflicts. 

	7.1.16
	Analyze cause-and-effect relationships, bearing in mind multiple causation in the role of individuals, beliefs and chance in history. 

	7.1.19
	Using primary and secondary sources, analyze issues confronting the eastern hemisphere.

	7.3.4
	Use historical maps to identify changes in Africa, Asia and the Southwest Pacific over time. 

	7.3.11
	Analyze current issues and developments related to the environment in selected countries in Africa, Asia, and the Southwest Pacific. 



Students can be asked to examine the ways in which artifacts allow us to learn about time periods and cultures. While this lesson is focusing on Asian countries, there can be an exploration into how these trends spread to Africa and the Southwest Pacific as well. A larger exploration of trade can also be a focus of study. Discussion of cultural diffusion is imperative when considering trends in art, fashion, architecture, etc. and the exploration of the impact of globalization.  

Ethnic Studies
	ES.4.1
	Students examine historical and contemporary economic, intellectual, social, cultural and political contributions to society by ethnic or racial group(s) or an individual within a group. 



Geography and History of the World
	GHW.6.2
	Use a variety of text (writing, maps, timelines and/or other graphic representations) to show the origin and spread of specific innovations. Assess the impact of these innovations on the human and physical environments of the regions to which they spread. 

	GHW.8.2
	Prepare graphic representations, such as maps, tables and timelines, to describe the global movement of goods and services between and among countries and world regions over time. Analyze and assess the patterns and networks of economic interdependence or lack of interdependence. 



World History and Civilization
	WH.7.6
	Formulate and present a position or course of action on an issue by examining underlying factors contributing to that issue and support that position. 



The incorporation of these artifacts is broadly applicable when teachers are covering Asian history. This portion of the curriculum is rich in examining the interconnectedness of our world during a time of expansion and growth. There could be exploration into how globalization became even more prevalent as the century continued and even connections to modern day could be explored to make the content more relatable to students’ lives. 


Language Arts

Writing Skills:

	4.W.5 
	Conduct short research on a topic. 
· Identify a specific question to address (e.g., What is the history of the Indy 500?). 
· Use organizational features of print and digital sources to efficiently locate further information. 
· Determine the reliability of the sources. 
· Summarize and organize information in their own words, giving credit to the source 
· Present the research information, choosing from a variety of formats.

	5.W.5
	Conduct short research assignments and tasks on a topic.
· With support, formulate a research question (e.g., What were John Wooden’s greatest contributions to college basketball?). 
· Identify and acquire information through reliable primary and secondary sources.
· Summarize and paraphrase important ideas and supporting details, and include direct quotations where appropriate, citing the source of information.
· Avoid plagiarism and follow copyright guidelines for use of images, pictures, etc. 
· Present the research information, choosing from a variety of sources.



Students could conduct research projects in which they examine innovations and trends that spread due to the growth of industrialization and globalization during the 20th century. In doing so, they would be incorporating Writing standards that ask them to consider the organization features of their writing and their sources of information. Students could also be asked to present their findings in a way that allows for Speaking and Listening standards to be highlighted as well. 
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